[The asymmetry of movement direction in freshwater shrimp (Gammarus oceanicus) in the open-field test].
Behaviour of Gammarus oceanicus was studied in the open field test. For the whole except (n = 204) spatial-motor asymmetry was found. It was manifested in significantly greater number of movements clockwise (to the right) than counterclockwise (to the left). Animals with significant asymmetry dominated, forming 93.5% of the except. The asymmetry was characterized by distinct right-sided direction. Motor activity and spatial-motor asymmetry at repeated tests in the main weakened; the changes in "right" and "left" animals were manifested differently. The essential factor which disturbed the behaviour of the animals in the open field test (including the asymmetry of movement direction) proved to be a toxicant (oil pollution) action.